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(© machine 7 cuisine 1 delight 7 polite T mineral
@ couch 7 enough 4 would 7 pound I cough
Q@ extra 7 examine 1 expect 77 exhibit I exotic

ROBSHEBESINLIHEAPMERLLHD%Z 1 DEDV, L5 TEALRI L,

@ 7 ran-dom 4 re-ceive 77 sal-ad I sel-dom
® 7 ra-di-ate A re-al-ly ” rec-og-nize T re-ac-tor

BXDEERARDEBLHILIRXT7~ZOHA 51 DFES, B TEX LIV,
@ TI'm Ichiro Yasuda. It'sa( ) to meet you.
7 kindness A mercy 7 pleasure T thank

@ “How about doing homework together?” “Let’s play catch ().

7 already A instead 7 lately I yet

® As( ) asIcanremember, I was on the train at eleven yesterday.

7 deep A far 7 many T well

@ My sister got () to a British young man last week.

7 married A marrying 7 to marry T marriage

® “Where are my socks?” “They were dirty soI () them away.”

7 gave 1 looked 77 sent T threw
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The population of Japanese nationals fell 801,000 in 2022 from a year earlier to
122,423,038, marking the largest drop and the first time all 47 prefectures have seen a
decline since the survey began in 1968, government data showed Wednesday. As of
Jan. 1, 2023, Japan’s population, including foreign residents, stood at 125,416,877,
down around 511,000 from a year earlier, according to a demographics survey by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication. The trend indicates an urgent need for
Japan to develop measures to address the declining birthrate and improve employment
opportunities for youth and women in regional areas.

While Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has called for implementing “unprecedented”
measures to boost the birthrate in a last-ditch effort to arrest population decline by 2030,
doubts persist about whether such initiatives, which are mostly extensions of existing
policies, will be effective. Japanese nationals declined for the 14th consecutive year in
2022, with a record low of 772,000 births in Japan significantly exceeded by a record
high 1.57 million deaths. Nationals working or studying abroad accounted for a decline
of around 7,000 of the population. The number of Japanese nationals in Okinawa,
which had been an outlier the previous year, shrank for the first time since comparable
data was made available in 1973, the data showed.

The foreign population rose for the first time in three years by around 289,000 to
2,993,839 in the reporting year, as the relaxation of strict COVID-19 border controls
facilitated the return of international students and technical interns. The National
Institute of Population and Social Security Research estimates that foreign nationals
will make up 10% of the population by 2070, with some local governments already
engaged in efforts to attract professional talent from Asia.

By prefecture, only Tokyo saw an overall population increase due to the high
influx of foreigners to the capital, while Akita Prefecture saw the largest population
decrease at 1.65%. Among municipalities, 92.4% saw a decrease in the population of
Japanese nationals, while 7.6% experienced an increase.

Those aged 14 and under accounted for 11.82% of the Japanese population,
falling by 0.18 percentage point from the previous year, while people aged 65 and over
increased by 0.15 point to 29.15%. The working population, or people between 15 and
64, rose by 0.03 point to 59.03% of the overall population.

Modified from “Japanese population falls in all 47 prefectures for first time”
Kyodo News, Jul. 26, 2023



Question 1:
In how many prefectures did the population of Japanese nationals fall in 2022?
Write the number out in English and be sure to hyphenate this if necessary.

Question 2:
According to the passage, which population is expected to increase in the future?
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*surmise W9 5 *giggled- < 9K IE -7 *inventory - 7Ef  *vowed B -7z
*accordance:---Fi

[A] She appeared to be video chatting with her boyfriend on her smartphone

[B] When we couldn’t find it, we approached the counter, but were ignored by Amanda again
[C] We were full of delight to treat her in such a way

[D] However, Amanda did not reflect those standards at all

AJ-[D]-[B]-[C]  « [B-[C]-[D]-[A] 7 [BJ-[D]-[C]-[A]

70
T [C]H[A]-[D]-[B] = [A]-[D]-[C]-[B] 7 [D]-[A]-[C]-[B]
* [CIH[A]-[B]-[D] 7 [D]-[C]-[A]-[B]
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There’s something to be said for the *binary. The vast majority of people—more
than 99 percent, it seems safe to say—put themselves at one end of the gender spectrum
or the other. Being part of the gender binary simplifies the either-or of daily life:
clothes shopping, sports teams, passports, the way a bartender asks for your order. But
people today—especially young people—are questioning not just the gender they were
(1)assigned at birth but also the gender binary itself. “I don’t (2)relate to what people
would say defines a girl or a boy,” Miley Cyrus told Out magazine in 2015, when she
was 22, “and I think that’s what I had to understand: Being a girl isn’t what I hate; it’s
the (3)box that I get put into.” Members of Cyrus’s generation are (4)more likely than

their parents to think of gender as nonbinary. A recent survey of a thousand *millennials

ages 18 to 34 found that half of them think “gender is a *spectrum, and some people fall
outside (5)conventional categories.” And a healthy *subset of that half would consider
themselves to be nonbinary, according to the Human Rights Campaign. In 2012 the
advocacy group polled 10,000 lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender teens ages 13 to
17 and found that 6 percent categorized themselves as “*genderfluid,” “*androgynous,”
or some other term outside the binary box.
Youngpeopletryingtopinpointtheirownplaceonthespectrumoften( 6 )apronoun
they’d like others to use when referring to them. Even if they don’t feel *precisely like a
girl or a boy, they might still use “he” or “she.” But many *opt instead for a gender-neutral
pronoun like “they” or an invented one like “zie.” Charlie Spiegel, 17, tried using “they”
for a while, but now prefers “he.” Charlie was assigned female at birth. But when he
went through *puberty, Charlie told me by phone from his home in Oakland, California,
being called a girl started to feel *unsettling. “You know how sometimes you get a pair
of shoes online,” he explained, “and it arrives and the label says it should be the right
size, and you’re trying it on and it’s clearly not the right size?” That’s how gender felt
to Charlie: (7)The girl label was supposed to fit, but it didn’t. One day during freshman

year, Charlie wandered into the school library and picked up I Am J by Cris Beam, a
novel about a *transgender boy. “Yep, that sounds like me,” Charlie thought as he read it.
The *revelation was terrifying but also *clarifying, a way to start making those metaphoric
mail-order shoes less uncomfortable. A better fitting gender identity didn’t come along
right away, though. Charlie—a member of the Youth Council at Gender Spectrum, a
national support and advocacy group for transgender and nonbinary teens—went through
a process of trial and error similar to that described by other gender-questioning teens.
First he tried “*butch lesbian,” then “genderfluid,” before settling on his current identity,
“nonbinary *trans guy.” It might sound almost like an *oxymoron—aren’t “nonbinary”
and “guy” *mutually exclusive?—but the combination feels right to Charlie. He was
heading off to college a few months after our conversation, getting ready to start taking



*testosterone.

If more young people are coming out as nonbinary, that’s partly because the
new awareness of the nonbinary option offers “a language to name the source of their
experience,” therapist Jean Malpas said when we met last spring at the Manhattan
offices of the Ackerman Institute for the Family, where he directs the Gender and
Family Project. But as more children say they’re nonbinary—or, as Malpas prefers,
“gender *expansive”—parents (8)face new challenges. Take E, for example, who was
still using female pronouns when we met in May, while ( 9 ) over where exactly to
place herself on the gender spectrum. Her mother, Jane, was (9 ) too, trying to make
it safe for E to be neither typically feminine nor typically masculine. The speech team
that had performed in New York City the night E and [ met was getting ready to travel to
a national competition in California, and Jane showed me the email she’d sent the coach
to *pave the way. E might be seen by others as male, Jane wrote, now that her hair was so
short and her clothing so androgynous. She would probably use “both male and female
bathrooms depending on what situation feels safest,” Jane informed the coach, and “will
need to tell you (10)_(is / the / going /she/ to /restroom /when) and what gender she
plans on using.” I asked Jane, the night we met, where she’d place her daughter on
the gender spectrum. “I think she wants to (11)fall into a neutral space,” she replied.

A “neutral space” is a hard thing for a teenager to carve out: Biology has a habit of
declaring itself *eventually. Sometimes, though, biology can be put on hold for a while
with puberty-blocking drugs that can buy time for gender-questioning children. If the
child reaches age 16 and decides he or she is not transgender after all, the effects of
puberty suppression are thought to be reversible: The child stops taking the blockers and
matures in the birth sex. But for children who do want to transition at (12)16, having
been on blockers might make it easier. They can start taking cross-sex hormones and
go through puberty in the preferred gender—(13) having developed the secondary sex
characteristics, such as breasts, body hair, or deep voices, that can be difficult to undo.

Modified from “How science is helping us understand gender: Freed from the binary of
boy and girl, gender identity is a shifting landscape. Can science help us navigate?”, By
Robin Marantz Henig, National Geographic, January, 2017
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7 withheld A given 7 retained T contributed
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7 add to A see with 7 goto T connect with
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7 fight A avoid 77 stand T endure
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7 steer A rattle 77 tremble T struggle
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@ THER (11) ERBBERMEVBDZ 1 DFEVL, LB TEARSI L,

7 be classified as 1 be excluded from 7 go opposite of T run toward
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What are the three secondary sex characteristics introduced in the article?
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